
ACES Paragraph Structure 
 

Answer 

Answer the given question. Assert the point 
that you will prove in your paragraph.  
 
TIP: Flip the question into an answer. Use key 
words from the question. 

● The author uses ______ in order to _______. 
● The author implies ______. 
● _____ occurs because _____.  

Cite Evidence 

Provide an example/evidence to support your 
answer. 
 
TIP: Make sure your evidence really proves the 
Answer. ALWAYS introduce quotes! 

● The text states, “_____” 
● _____ writes/states/asserts that “______”. 
● As _____ writes, “_____.” 
● When describing _______, _____ calls it 

“_____.” 

Explain 

Explain HOW your example proves or 
supports your answer. 
 
TIP: Make a clear connection to your answer by 
using key words from your answer or the 
question. 

● This reveals/emphasizes/implies _______. 
● The phrase “___” implies _____. 
● The description of _____ as ______ makes 

the reader think _______.  

Summarize 

Sum up the main point of this paragraph and 
how the evidence supports the answer. 
 
TIP: Repeat key words from your answer/the 
question. 

● Overall, the author/speaker’s use of ______ 
works to ________. 

● _____ matters because _____.  
● Understanding _____ is important because 

_______. 

 
*Repeat the C-E step as many times as you need! At a MINIMUM you should have an A-C-E-C-E-S paragraph! 
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